In a letter to Karl-Christian Bergmann Spieksma writes about the goal of the study at that time and about sample collection: " e aim of this study was twofold: A) To document the seasonal uctuation in mite numbers supposedly related with the seasonal uctuation of the "house dust allergen." B) To document the di erences in house dust mite numbers between damp and dry houses. Conservation of dust sample: A er collecting the dust samples, they were heated at 70 degrees Celsius in order to stop further mite growth, and stored in a sealed tin with the addition of silica gel to keep the dust dry. A er some years (1970?) a selected number of portions were taken from the original samples, and put into little bottles (one of which was donated to ADIZ in 1992). Origin of dust: e content of the little bottle is a small portion from a mixture of two 5 gram samples of oor dust collected with a vacuum cleaner, from the ground oor of a small house in Leiden, on October 13, 1964. It was part of a series of samplings from three houses with di erent grades of dampness. e address was Julianastraat 48. It was the dampest of the three. Samples were taken every three weeks.
e house does not exist anymore, as it had been demolished because of poor quality. Mite content: From the two original 5 gram samples mites were isolated and counted as described in two published articles [1. Spieksma F M and Spieksma-Boezeman M I A: e mite fauna of house dust with particular reference to the house-dust mite Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus (Trouessart, 1897). Acarologia 1967;9:226-41 / 2. Voorhorst R, Spieksma F T M, Varekamp H, Leupen M J and Lyklema A W: e house-dust mite (Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus) and the allergens it produces. Identity with the house-dust allergen. J Allergy 1967; 39:325-39]. In the sample of October 13, 1964 appr. 1600 mites of the genus Dermatophagoides were found, almost exclusively of the species D. pteronyssinus (see the graphical presentation, also published in [1, 2] ). e complete scale of mite species observed over the whole year of sampling 1964-1965 is shown in the table (as published in [1] )."
We were interested to discover whether mites and mite allergens could still be detected in the 1964 dust sample, which had been kept at room temperature since 1992. We opened the bottle and ... indeed! Jörg-omas Franz found preserved samples of D. pteronyssinus (Fig. 2) and, in the laboratory (M. R.), it was possible to detect allergens in these samples, though not the major allergen Der f 1 from the Dermatophagoides farinae mite) (Tab. 1): evidence of Der p 1's remarkable stability.
De Boer [5] found there to be no e ects on the concentrations of Der p 1, Der p 2, and Der f 2 in mite-containing dust a er 18 months of storage at 25° Celsius and 75 % humidity.
In the case of stored mattress dust containing dead mites, Der f 1 has been documented as having a median half-life of 10 years in households and 18 years in store rooms [6] , whilst another source reports virtually unaltered concentrations of Der p 1 a er 4 years under domestic conditions [7] .
e detection of Der p 1 [8] in dust a er 50 years demonstrates once again the extraordinary robustness of the mite allergen. 
